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SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2022 
Dear parents/guardians, 

 

Welcome to our Summer Newsletter. Here you will find the latest news and some reminders from 

our school and remember to keep an eye on the school website www.myshallns.ie for up-dates! 

 
 

 

 

                           

 

 
 

NEW JUNIOR INFANTS 

We are delighted to let you know 

that we have 17 new Junior Infants 

starting on Wednesday 31st 

August this year. They came to 

school on Monday 27th to meet 

their teacher and see their 

classroom. 

 
Farewell to our 6th Class! 

This year we say goodbye to 15 amazing 

young people who leave us for new 

adventures in post-primary school. We 

know they will do us proud and we cannot 

wait to hear where life takes each of them. 

A Graduation Mass was held on June 24th 

in the Church and pupils were presented 

with their Certificate of Graduation, a 

school pen and a beautiful individualised 

wooden keepsake for them to paint. Pupils 

had earlier in the week received their class 

hoodies. The graduates and their families 

came back to school for light refreshments 

after the mass. Congratulations to: Mikey 

Harty, Jack Kavanagh, Kayla Fitzpatrick-

Kavanagh, Aveline Barry, Taylor 

Prendergast, Emma Dunne, Amy Dunne, 

Keira Nolan, Jolianna Magee, Tom Murphy, 

Orla Nolan, Natasha Murphy, Maisie 

Breslin, Eve James and Nicholas Abbey-

Smith. 

 

    

http://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/handwriting/w/welcome.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Visual Arts Day took place on 

Friday 24th June. 

Both children and teachers enjoyed a day 

full of Visual Arts creation and learning. The 

art produced by all classes was amazing. The 

children took part in activities from across 

the strands of pottery and weaving to 

painting and printing, from Deep Oceans to 

Deep Space and the world of Mini-Beasts.  

 

 

A note from the Principal 

Firstly, huge thank you to you all for your support of the school throughout this year and 

especially while I was Acting Principal.  

It was great to get back to some normality after two long years of uncertainty. It was also 

heartening to see the children’s smiling faces again after wearing masks for so long. 

This summer we say goodbye to Ms. McDonald and Ms. Wadding and thank them and all the 

staff for their dedication and commitment to our school. We wish them well in their future 

careers.  

On a personal note I will be job sharing next year to spend time on my MA Child & 

Adolescent Psychotherapy and to concentrate on counselling children and adults.  

We look forward to welcoming Ms. Annette Geoghegan as my job share partner.  

I hope everyone has a restful and relaxing summer.  

With every good wish, 

Ms. Heather James 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies in Clay 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SPORTS 

All pupils have been enjoying their weekly sessions of both hurling and football with Paudie. 

Our Annual ACTIVE WEEK took place during the week of 13th June where all children enjoyed a 

variety of fun games and activities. Jodie and Stephanie from Carlow Sports Partnership set up 

activities for every class on “The Lawn” on the Tuesday and what a day they had for it! Many 

thanks to our Parents Council and the staff in Pat’s Shop for the yummy ice-cream treats on the 

Thursday! 

                                                
 

 

Congratulations to our two winners of the art competition run by Carlow Historical and 

Archaeological Society. 

Brownshill 

Dolmen Art 

Competition 

Jack Kavanagh 6th Class Annie Radford 2nd Class 

History Week 

Our History Week took place during the week of May 23rd again this year and the children enjoyed 

visits to Adelaide Church and Altamont House and Gardens. We also explored various online 

resources set up on the history of Myshall and in particular the education. 
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Congratulations to all the children who made the Confirmation this year. Mikey 

Harty, Jack Kavanagh, Kayla Fitzpatrick-Kavanagh, Aveline Barry, Taylor 

Prendergast, Emma Dunne, Amy Dunne, Keira Nolan, Jolianna Magee, Tom 

Murphy, Orla Nolan, Natasha Murphy, Maisie Breslin, Nicholas Abbey-Smith, 

Keelin Kavanagh, Sally Butler, Gabrielle Powell, Dylan Kavanagh, Jade Scallan-

Roberts, Lacey Fitzpatrick, Michael O’Toole, James Barcoe-Weafer, Dylan 

Byrne, Sophie Butler and Eden Farrell. First Holy Communion also took place on 

Saturday 21st May. Congratulations to Madyson Murphy, James Clarke, Jamie 

Whelan, Iarla Kavanagh, Jack Nolan, Tadhg Kavanagh, Ruby Kavanagh, Emma 

Ryan, Matthew Slye, Jordan Scallan-Roberts, Brogan Dempsey-Abbey, Annie 

Radford, Nicole Curry and Erin Breslin. 

  

First Holy Communion and Confirmation 
 

 

The Parents’ Council 

This year the council raised money for new markings 

on the two basketball courts. These will be completed 

over the summer.  

Thank you to the Parents’ Council for purchasing and 

organising the beautiful keepsakes for our 6th Class 

pupils. Ms. Bryan would also like to thank them for the 

Small World resources for the Infant room. It is very 

much appreciated! We are so lucky to have a group of 

parents so dedicated to our school. 

Thanks again to the Chairperson Michelle Keogh, 

Secretary Tara Kavanagh, Treasurer Bill Barry and 

PRO Clare Ryan.  

 
Don’t forget to visit the website for 

new photo uploads and the school 

calendar 2022/23!! 

School Tours 

The School Tours were a great success this year! It was 

great to finally have the opportunity to organise them 

again! 

Infants enjoyed climbing and tumbling at The 

Playstation, Kilkenny and then made a few new scaly 

friends at the National Reptile Zoo!! 

3rd to 6th Class paid a visit to Tayto Park and the reviews 

were very favourable amongst the children. 

1st & 2nd class got stuck into mini beast studies and 

climbing in the forest at Castlecomer Discovery Park! 
 



  

The Board of Management 

The final Board of Management meeting of the year took place on June 20th. We welcomed P.J. Walsh as our 

new chairperson while Mrs. Brigid Lalor stepped down from her role. We sincerely thank her for her work on the 

Board particularly through the height of the pandemic. We also welcomed Mrs. Agnes Fenelon to the board as 

the Bishop’s Nominee. 

The Board agreed to once again appoint a fixed term teacher to cover a Principal Release Cluster based in the 

school.  

The Board of Management would like to inform parents that we have been assigned DEIS Rural School status. 

This means we will be prioritised for access to resources and the children will have access to free lunches. 

However, the lunches are funded by the Dept. of Social Protection and Inclusion and their budget runs from Jan – 

Dec each year. As a result, funding for school lunches will be given in Jan 2023. Once funding is in place every 

child can be provided with a “big lunch”. If there are any changes to the status of this funding parents will be 

informed. 

The Board would also like to inform parents that the school roof will be replaced during the summer which is 

funded by the Dept. of Education. Debcon are the contractors. 

We would like to wish Ms. McWey well in her new school in Ballinabranna. We thank her for her dedication and 

commitment to our school. Ms. Julie Bryan will be Acting Principal and Ms. Mairead Cashin will be Acting Deputy 

Principal in September until a new principal is appointed. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate our 15 6th class graduates and wish them well as they 

leave us for secondary school. 

We would also like to thank all the teachers, SNAs, our secretary and our cleaner and caretaker for their hard 

work all year round. We hope all pupils, families and staff have a restful and happy summer. 

Cruinniu na nÓg 

 

 

Well done to all of the pupils from 4th-6th who took part in 

Cruinniu na nÓg parade in Carlow. We were very lucky as 

we were one of the five schools chosen to take part in this 

event. The artists visited the school every Monday to help 

the children create Betty of the Broken Hearts. The children 

and teachers really enjoyed taking part in this creative event 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Notice in advance of monies due in September; These will include the price of the Homework 

Diary for 1st-6th Classes (Price TBC but they are usually €6). 

Arts, crafts & photocopying - €40 for 1 child, €80 for 2 and €100 maximum. 

Insurance - €8 (TBC) 

Parents will be notified of of any other payments that arise during the year and links will be sent 

to mobile phones. 

 

 

 



 
 

Myshall NS - Closure Dates 2022/23 Calendar 
 

Month Date Event 
August     

2022 

Wednesday 31st August 

2022 

School re-opens at 9.10am 

October 2022 Monday 31
st  October - 

Friday 4th November 

2022 inclusive 

Halloween Mid Term break 

School re-opens at 9.10am on Monday 
7th November 

December 

2022/January    

2023 

Thursday 22nd December 

2022 at 12noon – 

Wednesday 4th January 

2023 inclusive. 

Christmas Holidays 

School closes at 12noon on 

Wednesday 21st Dec 

and re-opens at 9.10am on Thursday 5th 

January 2023 

February 2023 Monday 6th February 
2023 

 

Monday 13th February- 

Friday 17th February 

2023 inclusive 

Bank holiday 

 

Mid-term Break. School closes 

Friday 10th February at 3pm. 

School re-opens at 9.10am on Monday 
20th February 2023 

March 2023 Friday 17th March 

2023 

School closed - St. Patrick’s Day 

April 2023 Monday 3rd April – Friday 

14th April 2023 inclusive 

School closes at 12noon on Friday 

31st March for Easter Holidays 

School re-opens at 9.10am on Monday  

17th  April 2023 

May 2023 Monday 1
st  + Tuesday 2nd  

2023 

School closed forBank Holiday + extra 

day 

June 2023 Monday 5th June 2023 

+ Tuesday 6th June 2023 

 

Friday 30th June 2023 

School Closed – Bank Holiday + 

Extra Day  

 

Summer Holidays. School closes at 

12noon on Friday 30th June 

Standardised Testing – Monday 8th May to Friday 12th May 2023 

 

This Calendar is provisional and may be subject to change 

 


